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TEXT:  Psalm 33:12 
THEME:  GOD SHED HIS GRACE ON THEE 
 
Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people he chose for his 
inheritance.  (Psalm 33:12)  NIV84 
 
Dear Fellow Citizens of God’s Kingdom of Grace and of the United States of 
America: 
 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people he chose 
for his inheritance.  That is our text for today, but considering that we 
are celebrating Independence Day, it doesn’t sound all that independent 
to me!  The people he chose for his inheritance.  In fact, it sounds an 
awful lot like SLAVERY!   He chose for his inheritance.  Does God 
OWN us?  Are we his property?  Are we not independent at all? 
 
Before we even get started, it is probably necessary to define a few 
terms.  American Independence speaks to an independence from a 
tyrannical power.  England and King George had become that power in 
the eyes of the colonists.  Taxation without representation and other 
injustices (you can read all about the many injustices those colonists felt 
in the Declaration of Independence, which addresses those injustices in 
a veritable laundry list of lengthy line items) were crushing the pioneers 
of America--crushing their spirit and inhibiting their growth.  They didn’t 
mince words.  It was tyranny.  They needed to get out from under that 
rule.  They needed their own government, “deriving its just powers from 
the consent of the governed.” 
 
That’s what American Independence is:  freedom from a tyrannical 
power. 
 
Truth be told, there is little independence in our American society, thank 
heaven.  We are dependent on one another.  We are dependent upon 
our leaders...and our military.  We are dependent upon our 
Constitution...and all the laws that curb and control a safe community.  
We are dependent upon taxes, which fund our government and 
strengthen our infrastructure—things like roads and bridges, internets 
and communication satellites.  We are dependent upon farmers to 
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produce our food, truckers to bring it to market, store owners to stock it, 
clerks to sell it to us.  We are dependent upon doctors and teachers, 
road crews, line workers, roughnecks, bus drivers, engineers, 
manufacturers...even lawyers and courts. 
 
Goodness!  There seems to be little independence in American 
Independence.  Except that we are free from tyrannical power to be 
freely dependent upon one another!  We have the free choice to be 
dependent upon one another.  And many people over many decades 
have chosen this free dependency—from explorers to pilgrims, from 
merchants to settlers, the English, the Irish, the Asians, the Germans, 
the Bosnians, the Mexicans.  Floods of immigrants have come to call 
America their own—to embrace the melting-pot dependence we freely 
share.  We choose this dependence. 
 
That is quite different from God’s Kingdom.  GOD chooses us!  He frees 
us from the tyrannical powers of sin and the devil.  By his Son Jesus 
Christ, the ultimate Ambassador of the Kingdom of God, God has even 
freed us from that strongest of tyrants, DEATH!  He did so, oddly 
enough, by DYING...and rising from death to open the gates of the 
eternal Kingdom to us forever! 
 
God chooses us.  We are his own.  And, as the Psalm tells us, he 
BLESSES us.  For God is no tyrant!  He is a God rich in blessing—a God 
who is generous with expensive gifts like freedom, forgiveness and 
forever. 
 
The result, is PRAISE!  We heard that in our Psalm for the day, Psalm 
148.  The heavens praise God, with sun and moon joining in. The earth 
and all its creatures join to praise.  Mountains can’t be kept quiet.  
Forests shout aloud.  Governments and citizens praise the Lord. 
 
Why?  Because we have to?  NO!  Because we have been freed from 
tyranny...and our tongues are loosed to praise our Savior! 
 
God blesses all who are his own, happily dependent upon his liberating 
grace so lavishly shed upon us.  God blesses all who are his own, so 
that all may praise him!  Amen. 
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES PRAYER 
 
Heavenly Father, on the 50th wedding anniversary of Larry and Mary 
Edinger, and on the 55th wedding anniversary of Lee and Becky Post, we 
come to your throne of grace with a prayer of thanksgiving.  We thank 
you, dear Lord, that their love for each other has been preserved and 
strengthened through the years.  In your divine wisdom good days and 
bad, health and sickness, and all other experiences have bound their 
hearts and lives closer to each other and to you, our God and Lord. 
 
May their dedication to you and their commitment to their wedding vows 
and to each other be a constant encouragement and reminder to us all in 
this age of “throw-away” marriages. 
 
If it be your will, grant them additional years of wedded happiness; cause 
the love that unites them to become stronger each day.  When their 
earthly lives are over, take them to the heavenly home that you have 
prepared for those who love you.  We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


